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THE SITUATION.
Columbia, tho capital of South Carolina, and It is be¬

lieved also the cradle of secessioa itself, the city of

Charleston, have fallen before the genius of Sherman
aud hm army of indomitable veterans. Th'.S gratifying
intolligenco in derived from Richmond papers of yester¬
day morning, and was cocnmunieat-d to Secre¬

tary Stanton by General Grant. Columbia waa

evacuated by the rebel* on last Friday morning,
a number of shells from tho National cannon having

previously boen thrown into the city, which is situated
on tho north bank of the Congoreo river, from the
south #ide of that stream. Subsequent to this tho na¬

tional troops commenced crossing tho river abovo the

town, on tho discovery of which, Beaure¬
gard, who was in command, marched out,
apparently without giving battle. Beauregard
himself communicated this to tho robol War Department.
Th Richmond Disjiale'i says the capture of Columbia
by Sherman necessitates the (all of Charleston, which, It
thinks l.koly, "is already In process of evacuation."
The IHrpa'ch lias a report that Augusta, Georgia, has also
be«n takon by a portion of General ShoriuaiTs army.
The cotnincncetnonl of tho evacuation of Wilmington,

N. C., by tho rebel forces was reported in Richmond on

last Tuosday morning, but, the paper* of that city say,
not canOrmcd by olflcial despatches. Those Journals an-

nouaoe a concentration of national troops at Newbern,
N. 0., under Gcueral Foster, and they are believed to

have with them materials for repairing the railroad from
that place to Kinston, and running stock to put it in ope¬
ration as soon a* completed.
An expedition of three hundred plotted men of the

First and Six'h regiments of Michigan cavalry started
on an expedition up the Shenandoah valley on last

Wednesday evening, which resulted very success¬

fully. They met with slight opposition from the rebels
at different points, but nothing to seriously interfere
with their progress. After a march of about forty miles

they reached their destination, which was Charlotte Iron

farnace, on Water Lick creek, which the rebels bad in

full Mast, preparing iron for shot and shelL This
the troopers completely destroyed, with all its machinery
and materials, when they commenced their return

march. On the way down the valley they encountered the
same trilling annoyances experienced on their upward
march but no body of the enemy of any consequence
was encountered. The main portion of the rebel army
Is said to be near Staunton. The Michigan men returned
to camp on Thursday night, bringing with them a num¬

ber of prisoners and horses. Their loss was very slight
The steamship George Cromwell, which arrived here

yesterday, from New Orleans of the 11th inst, brought
ns interacting despatches from that eity. One of our

correspondents slates that there la no foundation
whatever for the announcement that General

Oanby had given notice of his intention to re¬

taliate on Mexican o(Boers for all refugees from
Texas returned to the rebel officers in that State

by the Mexican commander at Matamoroe. The
British schooner Deiphlna, with one hundred and seven¬

ty bales of cotton on board, while attempting to run the
blockade at the mouth of Calcasieu river, on the 23d

nit., was driven ashore and burned by boats' crews

from the United States steamer Chocura. Three
considerable companies of guerillas who had been for
some time infesting the district of Plaquemine, Louisiana,
were attacked, badly defeated and dispersed on the 4th
Inst by a small force of national troops. Several other
bands of rebels on the Fauroe river had be<n dispersed.
The rebels hare two gunboats and a powerful Iron clad

on the Red river, below Alexandria, La.
The flag of trace boat William Allison, In the service

of the rebels, was blown up by one of their own torpe¬
does in /amso river on Friday afternoon, and sunk im¬

mediately, carrying down with her, It Is supposed, all

on board, though among theee there happened to be no

Hm rebels have made a rear admiral of Captain
, ef sunken pirate Alabama notoriety, and be is

of tbeir James river fleet

ZUBORAV im
I advioee one day later are furnished by the

which arrived hero yeeterday, from

There la ae political mn ef Importance by thla.ar-
rtvaL
Ike examination la the caaa of Cbariea Windsor, late

teller ef the Mercantile Bank of this city, alleged to bs
a dsfaalter to that Institution to a large amount, took

place la the Beer street court, London, before Sir Thomas
¦easy, ea the M Inst Several witneeeee from New
Tor* were preeeat, and gave their testimony ea behalf
of the beak, aad eounael were heard on both sides, after
whieh the arngtatmie decided In favor of the extradi
Uon of the accused, and he was committed to await sur¬

render to the American authorities, for the purpose of
being brought to this city for trial. The prisoner's conn-

sei gave notice thst sppihation for a reversal of tbia ds-
Cision would be made 'n a superior court.
The different Journals of Paris comment on the recent

of Meximlllan of Mexico relative to the
aoi laoation of church property, some of them approving
and others condemning It, according to the psrticular
Mas of each.

Victor Emanuel, of I Islv, had tsken up his it id'-nre
la Florence, the now capital of his kiuhdotu. Another

eruption of Mount Etna took place on the night of Jann
*ry 31. It bMl been preceded by several shocks of earth

quake.
The Turkish Minuter of Marine, Mehomet Pa* ha, »

very obU oflher, u dead. He waa only forty eevca yearn
of ag'\ and, owing to his death occurring very suddenly,
suspicions of foul play were entertained. Cardinal Wise-
¦v.. i was at the point of death on the <Wh Inst.
Bombay is in a elate of much excitement over the

grout succeed of East India cotton cultlvat on. Men who
a short tiuio ago wore poem-nbod of only moderate uioans

have suddenly become millionaires, and the manner in
which it is said fortune* are being piled up there rivuls
the wonders of our own oil regious.
Owing to the day preocdlug that on which the Etna

hailed being Sunday, khu brought no liter commercial
intelligence.
The mails of the steamship Europa, from Queens-

town on the 5th lust., arrived to this olty from Boston
last night. __.COfTGBESS.
In the Senate yesterday Mr. Shorman offered a resolu¬

tion for the appointment of a commission of three per¬

sons, U> be appointed by the Secretory of the Treasury,
to examine Into and report upon the subject of taxa¬

tion, wl. -h was amended by Mr. Clark, to the effect
that they should also inquire Into the manner

of the collection of the internal revenue, and laid orer

till Monday. The Army Appropriation blU was passed.
It embraces appropriations to the amount of

$518 579,527. Mr. Saulsbury offered a resolu¬
tion for an investigation Into certain statements
mode by the rebol Senator Albert H. Brown, charging
Secretary Stanton with sympathising with the rebels in
the early stagos of the Insurrection. Mr. 8aulsbury
pledged himself to make good the charges if allowed an

opportunity to da so.

In the House of Representatives the amendments to
the Internal Revenue act adopted In Committee of the
Whole camo up. The amendment to Impose a tax of
one-half of one per cent on all sales of merchan¬
dise wss rejected by a vote of 83 against 75.
The House concurred by one majority In the amend¬
ment Imposing a tax of ten per centum on State bank
notes paid out by national [or State banks on snd after
tho 1st of January next. Mr. Stevens' amendment
taxing sales of gold was rejected by a large majority.
Nearly all the other amendments reported by the com¬
mittee were concurred in, and the bill was pasted. It Is
expccted that it will add between forty and fifty millions

of dollars to the revenue derived from Internal taxation.
A large nnmbor of military bills were passed, Including

one Increasing the pay .of officers below the grade of
brigadier general. The bill amendatory of the Enrol¬
ment act was thon taken up; but without lurther action
on the subject the House adjourned.

MISCELLANEOUS HIWS.
Our city of Mexico despatch published In this morn¬

ing's Hbrai-d presents an exceedingly Interesting picture
of the condition of affairs in Ms- Stan's new empire.
The present political and soctal ., t ltl»n of the country
and people is well described, a»^ an accurate statement
of the military situation is given.
We have St. Domingo dates to ths 20th of December

last, when lighting between tho Patriots and Spanish
troops waa still in progress, neither tho order for tho
withdrawal of tho latter nor the news of tho Spanish
government's decision to that effect having at that tlmo
arrived there. A call or the Dominican government for

u loan of ouo hundred thousand dollars was promptly and
generously responded to by tho people, notwithstanding
their sufferings and general impoverishment by the war.
The Senatorial Committee of Investigation met yester¬

day at half-past ten o'clock, and proceeded with the in¬
vestigation or the affiilrs in the Comptroller's Depart¬
ment. Mr. McKeon appeared as counsel Tor the Citizens'
Association, and Mr. Lawrence tor Comptroller Brennan.
Mr. Brennan was on tho stand for several hours, and was

subject to a most rigid examination. Tho clerks of tho
various codrts were also examined, and a number of Judg¬
ments against tho city were produced for the purpose of
showing that the Comptroller has not been sufficiently
dlllgeut in defending its Interests. The examination will
be resumed on Monday, at hair-past ten o clock.
Surrogate Tucker yesterday decided against the ohjoc

tlons made to the accounts of the Executors of Margaret
Targeo, deceased. He also decided to admit to probate
the contested will of the late Thomas Holmes.

Secretary Welles has addressed a communication to tho
commander of the naval rendezvous at this station, In¬
structing him not to permit ths ordinance recently
adopted by our Common Council to interfere with the en¬

listment of recruits for the navy. i

A Urge and enthusiastic audience, Including . many
ladies, attended a meeting at the Academy of Music last
night gotten up under tho auspioes of the Board of Man¬
agers of the Patriot Orphan Homo. Addresses were de¬
livered by the Rev. Dr. Tyng, William M. Evarts, James
T. Brady and others, and the proceedings were enlivened
by the music of an excellent band..
Tho Committee of the Wholo rff'ihe lower house of tho

Canadian Parliament on Friday night adopted a resolution
appropriating three hundred and thirty thousand dollars
for the frontier volunteer establishment and flrty thou¬
sand dollars to make reimbursement for the momy stolen
by the St Albans raiders.

A fire occurred between seven and eight o'clock yes¬
terday morning In ths cotton pressing loft at No. 100
Maiden laws. The damage to stocks and building
amounted to between six and seven thousand dollars, all
of which Is covered by Insurance.

Patrick Quirk and Patrick David were yesterday arres¬

ted and required to give one thousand dollars ball each to
answer to tbe charge of having stolen six hundred dol¬
lars' worth of wool from No. 80 Broad street.
The body of an unknown man was picked up on the

south end or Long Besch, New Jersey, on the 14th Inst.
The body was well dressed, apparently about forty years
old and from appearances had not been In the water a

great while. No marks to Identify It could be found.
There was also a lot of velvet cushions, articles of men's
clothing, fcc , found strewn along the beach, which
would Indicate that a steamer had been wrecked some¬

where on the coast
A spoke factory in St Louis was destroysd by lire on

Friday night, involving a loss of about two hundred thou-
¦and dollars, on which the insuranoe was forty thousand
dollars.
Tbe Ore story buildings Nos. 178 and 178 Wooster

street were totally destroysd by Are last evening. No.
174 and Ward School No. 10, adjoining, were considers
Ny damsged. Ths total loss is sstlmatsd at seventy five
thousand dollars. Ths origin of ths ire has not yet been
ascertained
The stock market was heavy yesterday. Governments

wsre steady Gold was dull, and rlosed at 204\. At ths
evening board stocks were very dull, except Cumberland
and Hudson, which were active. Gold was strong on the
call, and afterwards sold down to 203K- At the does It
stood at 304.
Tbe movement ft» trade on Saturday was slow, though

tbe favorable foreign news stimulated a more active

inquiry for certain articles. Foreign goods were quiet
Cotton was lower. Petroleum was dull and nominal. On

'Change the flour market opened firm, but closed dull snd

heavy. Wheal waa lower, with rather more doing. Oats
and corn were dull at previous rates. Pork was Ann,
with an increased demand. Beer was steady, while lard
was decidedly mors active and linn. Whiskey was

steady Freights were quiet but firm.

Anothbb Rebel Flag..The rebeli seem to
be in m much trouble about their flag as tbey
here been about almost everything else since
the beginning of the war. They bare bad
trouble about their finances, their taxes, their
coMcrlptiona, their legislation, their generals,
their amies, their people and their nig¬
ger* All their efforts have been fciluree.
Their trouble about their national em¬
blem b amusing. It seems almost like
child's play, building a card house ens
moment and tearing It down the next Tbey
have made three or torn attempts to get up a

flag, and the last is tbe wont abortion at them
alL Their flrtt attempt was the beet, although
it was stolen from the good old Union standard.
Other nations but tbe confederacy, that can be
called nations, find no difficulty in establishing

a national emblem. One good thing is likely
to ensue from this vacillating flag policy of the
rebels.It U not likely their flag will ever be
recognized by any foreign Tower, for it is
chtnged so often that its most intimate nc-

I ritiaintances are barely ever able to recognise
! it. We give a cut representing the new rebel
t vug.

The Occupation of Columbia and Vail of
CliarleiUtu.

General Beauregard officially announces that
General Sherman marched into the capital of
South Carolina on the 17th instant The
movements ot his several oolnmns upon the
right and left of the oity forced Beauregard
to evaouate it, and continue his rotreat to¬
wards North Carolina. It is stated positively
thai Sherman's progress to Columbia has been
made without a battle. He has therefore
wasted neither blood, time nor ammunition,
and, subsisting, as be does, off the country, I
may be considered as strong, now that be
is in the heart of South Carolina, as when
he loft the coast, and In no present need of a
base for supplies. It may be expeoied, then, that
as soon as he shall hare destroyed the system of
railroads of which Columbia is the great centre
he will push forward In pursuit of the retreating

" army of Beauregard, or, rapidly marching
through North Carolina, advanoe upon and
hasten the fall of the rebel oapitaL His pre¬
sent success places Lee's army, already on

short commons, in a most deplorable oondition
for supplies, as Sherman centrols every rail¬
road, with a single exception, running into

Ricl^aond; and unless the rebel oavalry force
opposing Kilpatrick is numerically stronger
than we suppose, or in better hands than those I
of Wheeler, he will not long leave that line
unmolested.

? natural contingency of the (all of Columbia
is the evacuation of Charleston. The work has I
already been begun. The Charleston Mercury I
of February 11 announced a change of its base, I
and there are other Indications that the city is I
filing by its own weight It oannot long I
resist the combinations working to its ruin,
unless the rebels believe they can afford to lose
an army In its defenoe, which is not probable.
Sherman will, doubtless, leave Charleston to
the consideration of General Gillmoro.who has I
acfoanced to within a few miles of it.while he
lakes care of more important points in the
interior. A few days will, doubtless, confirm I
the opinion of its evacuation expressed by the
rebel papers.
The National Credit and the National

Resources.
We publish to-day some interesting and valua- I

ble statistics and statements regarding the ex¬
tent of the doveloped and undeveloped mineral
resources of the United States, or rather of the I
loyal States; for, with the exception of coal,
the exhibits are confined exclusively to those I
States. It will be noticed that neither lead,
iron, copper nor the agricultural products of I
the loyal States are included in these statistics.
The productions of cotton, tobacco, hemp, corn, I
wheat, Ac., are not, of course, embraced.
We find from these statements that the pro- I

ductions of the precious metalswithin the loyal I
States are of such magnitude as to preclude the I
possibility of there ever being a lack of Bolid I
cash as a basis for the credit of the government
whenever the active energies and the capital of
the country shall be devoted to the work of I
developing the auriferous regions included I
within the boundaries of the country. In this
connection we have fhrnished a map defining
the subdivision of the gold-bearing area of I
North America among the great commercial
Powers of the world. We give this for the pur- I
pose of showing the preponderance of our I
gold-producing territory over that occupied by I
European Powers on the northern continent I
of America, and also for the purpose of exposing
the crafty designs of Louis Napoleon upon the
gold and silver mines of Mexico and upon the I
Pacific coast

In any point of view the exhibit which we I
present of the national resources in precious I
metals, coal and oil are sufficient to make every I
loyal heart expand with pleasure. But while j
we afford these ample testimonials of the I
strength of the pillars upon which may rest our

national credit, we cannot lose sight of the fact
that we are expending more of the common

treasure.the national credit.than there is any
reason for. Great Britain, with no more wealth
than the United States at this time, carried on
a war with Napoleon L for twenty years, and at
no time during this period was her paper cur¬

rency loss than an average of thirty per cent
below specie. This was the result of good
management on the part of the British finan¬
ciers and statesmen, and the currency of the
United States would now present a Bimilar sat¬
isfactory condition had it not been for the stu¬
pidity of legislation at Washington. Our own

currency should not now be below twenty per
cent less than par, and the cost of provisions,
rents, fticl, clothing and all the necessaries of
life not higher than a -fair specie standard.
This would bo the case if there were less blun¬
dering In Congressional legislation and among
high officials, less corruption and robberies
among the army of contractors, and a proper
appreciation of the vast internal resources of
the country obtain among the representatives
of the people.
We again commend to our readers the very

fall and comprehensive details respecting our

national wealth. They will find much food for
agreeable reflection in theso statements, if read
in the light of pride at the stupendous charae-
ter of our national resources.

Attain a Msxico.Proobxshivb Worn nt

thi Expos..We this morning publish the
second of a series of highly interesting letters
from one of our correspondents in the city of
Mexico, in which he thoroughly reviews the
.tote of the new empire and the various steps
which have been taken- by Maximilian for the
development of the material prosperity of the
country. Although many of the provinces are
ffcr from being paoified, the Emperor seems to
be devoting all possible attention to the exten¬
sion of puhlio works and the ways of oommnnh
cation so much needed in bis territory. In the
meantime a large portion of his refractory sub¬
jects are creating fearful commotion in many
parts of the country; and our advices from
Oajaca, where General Portrio Diaz is now

manfhlly holding his own against the concen¬
trated force of the French army, shows that
serious work may be expected in that locality
before long. Maximilian has some difficult
work before him, which will require all
his energy anil determination lo perform.
But, for all this, the commendation and respect

of foreign nations oannot be withheld from him
for tho desire which he ia every day manifest¬
ing to heal the wounds of the nation Mid to
lead it into the paths of poaoe and prosperity.
He has already taken massures for the con»-

plotion of the railroad from Vera Oruc to tho
capital, and is alno contracting for tho erection I
of a breakwater in the dangerom harbor of the
first nanud city ; bo has instituted a uscfnl sy»-
tool of public instruction, and it is said that
he ia also considering a proposition for the
establishment of a steamship line bstwoen Cali¬
fornia and the Paciflc ports of the empire.
Those and many other very proper improve¬
ments mentioned by our correspondent are in
tho highest degree crodi table to the government
of Maximilian; bet It is a doubtful matter in-
doed whether, in the fkee of the revoletionary
spirit of the people, they will over be carried
out till the Americana take possession of the
oountry.
Govkxnob Bramlcttk's Idbas.. Governor

Bramlette has submitted to the Kentucky Legis-
lature a decisive argument in favor of the con¬
stitutional amendment abolishing slavery. He
contends that inasmuch as Kentucky is now

completely surrounded by free States, and
as there are no fugitive slave laws to stop
her runaway negroes, and aa the best of
her "field hands" have already disappeared,
and as those who are left are too much
demoralized to be good for anything or
to be trusted as slaves, and as the institu¬
tion is practically dead anyhow, as

Kentucky cannot help herself In any event, the
Legislature cannot go very wide of the mark in
ratifying this aforesaid constitutional amend¬
ment at a venture. Such aa argument as this
oannot be resisted, and therefore we set Ken¬
tucky down for the ratification in the coarse
of time. Mark one more.

The Rebel Flag of Trace Boat Blown

/ Vp l»jr a Torpedo.
Citt Powr, Va, Feb. IT.8:30 P. M.

The rebel (leg of truce boat Win. Alison, while on her
upward trip from Cox's Landing this afternoon, was

blown up by a torpedo. The boat went down almost Im¬
mediately. Our pickets say there were no survivors
from her. There were no prisoners aboard at the Ume.
This catastrophe probably arose from one of the enemy's
own torpedoes, which had been in the water for a long
time.

The Canadian Parliament.
APPROPRIATION FOR HKONTIKH TROOl'S.INDEM¬

NITY POR TUB ST. ALBAK8 SPOLIATION, ETC.

Qukiikc, Feb. 18, 1805.
The House in committee last night adopted the appro¬

priation of threo liundrod and thirty thousand dollars
for the expenses r»f the volunteers sent to the frontier to

provont raids by Southern refug3es upon the territory
of the United States ; also an appropriation of fifty thou¬
sand dollars to make good the money improperly returned

to the St. Albans raiders.

Destructive Fire In Wooster Street.Loss
About 975,000.

Between seven and eight o'clock last night a Are broke
out on the third floor of the five story building No. 178

^Wooster street, occupied by Drouhard St Roye, French
cabinet makers. The flames spread to tho upper floors
and also to No. 178, both of which buildings were de¬
stroyed. The dwelling No. 174 was damaged about

$1,500, caused by the wall crushing in the roof. Ward
School No. 10, adjoining, was also damaged to the extent
of about $8,000.
The following is a list of the occupants and the losses

as far as ascertained :.

No. 176.First, second and fourth floors occupied by
Charles Kline, cabinet maker; toes about $14,000; In¬
sured for $6,600 In the St. Mark's and other companies.
Third floor occupied by Drouhard k Roye, French cabi¬
net makers. In whose premises the fire is said to have
.riginatod; loss about $2,000; insured. Fifth floor occu-

J-oS . Adlun Wsber, varnlsher and polisher; loss

No. 178.First floor occupied by Hardy k Co., cabinet
makers, and Daniel Devoe, carpenter. Loss $3,000.
Second floor, occupied by James Van Riper, as a piano¬
forte factory. Loss $12,000; Insured for $4,000 only.
Third floor, Mlnott 6 Son, pianoforte makers. I.oss
$6,000. Fourth floor, occupiod by Chorion Kline. Fifth
floor, occupied by A. Pottier, cabinet maker. Loss
$1,600; insured for $800. Jacob Kuhlman cabinet
maker, also occupied a part of the fifth floor. Loss
$1,000.
No. 174.A two story aad attic building; Is owned and

orcupi-d by Mrs. Monroe. The roof of the building was
rrushed in to the second floor and the furniture consider¬
ably damaged by water. Loss probably $2,000 ; said to
be insured.

Tlio buildings Nos. 178 and 178 were owned by J)snlel
Devoe. They are totally destroyed. Loss about $30,000;
partly insured.
Tho origin of the lire is unknown at present Fire

Martih&l Baker was at the lire and has the matter under
investigation.

Two Regiments a Weelc.
General Bhrnt, Supervisor and chairman, paymaster of

bounty to new recruits, ia turning out from the head¬
quarters of the committee about two regiments every |
week. This is good work, and If the same rute is con- !
tinued five or six weeks more will finish our quota.
There certainly is magic in greenbacks yut, and General
Blunt appears to know exactly how to make them tWl
best in volunteering Keep up the supply; bring in the
men; fill the quota, and be done with Fry's calcula-
lions.

The Savannah Cotton Fleet.
Phiuwslthm, Feb. 1$, 1886.

The schooners Henry Hobart, Thus. Jeflereon and
Schooners No*. 11, 17 and 18, of the Savannah cotton

fleet, are at tho Delaware Breakwater.

Itaua* Orsiu.Matixsk. .Never, perhaps, since opera
mahnet booamo sn institution indispensable to the sub¬
urban levers of music, fashion and distinction, was the
A<-.a'lemy more crowded tha i if was yesterday. The ob¬
solete expression of "crowded from pit to domo" was

realized In this case. Fmm the parquet and balcony to
the ethereal regions of the "amphitheatre" there was

one solid ma*< of lovely fires and unexceptionable morn-

ing costumes. The oj>era was Lucia. Mrs. Van Zandt
won greatly on the audience by h»r faithful singing of
the rile. Her acting, too, exhibited that improvement
which familiarity with a new and difficult part always
insures to an ambitious ariute. She was very flatteringly
received throughout the opera. MaaMlmilianl sang well,
and acteil the Edgnrdo with much spirit. On to-morrow

(Monday) evening Donizetti's grand opera Dm Srbattuin
will be given for the last time.

Wiktf* Gasps* Tit* Hammtt Matxss .The mrtinr*

given at this house yesterday was a very great success.

The whole auditorium was one happy jam of ladles, and
even In the large lobbies there were many who could not

get inside. It Is to be hoped that siaiiiires may become
a dramatic, as they already are a musical, institution in

our city. The suburbans, who can only cultivate the
theatre la the day time, ought to be accommodated at
least once a week Saturday 1s also a boJidsy with so

many that that fact alone would make the movement a

success. There will be another matinie next Saturday,
we believe. Mrs. Charles Wolcot, Jr., plays the part of
Ophelia with a very natural eass and grace, and there Is

a greet Improvement la the part ot the King. It is new
played by Mr. Chester.

Mllr forms a Laoiumia-Thls young My, the
adopted daughter of the celebrated vocalist, Mme La.
I**"!*, k** lately arrived from Europe, and will soon

make her here as a piamtU Her talents are said
lo be of a very high order, aad her appearance and man
aer most Interesting, eonsidvable personal beauty being
added te rare gifts of mind. She Is but eighteen years
of

Sacsw Ootrssrs 4* I aviso Hall.The oapaoKy st
Clinton Hall was found inadequate to the success which
has attended the sacred concerts of Mr. Gonsales hith¬
erto given then. This evening, therefore, the first of a

aew series will commence at Irving Hall, and will be con¬
tinued on eech Sunday evening at the same place. The
rausie ia of the very highest class; is fresh to our public,
and oornpriaes chiefly the works of'the lending Italian
composers. We may add that it Is Tendered m a style to
which there can be no exception ia point of faithful exe¬
cution.

Hirmm*Arsoi Matub. This house was crowded to
overflowing yesterday w.lh ladles and Juveniles, as¬

semble) to see (he new comic pantomime, which was

presented, with all the other attractions of the clrcl", for
their especial b' ncfit at n miUintr Wo have rsrely seen
an audienc enjoy themselves more thorourhlv than on

this uccsdioa

THE PATRIOT ORPHAN HOME.
«WVWV^A*M»^^^»VWV»

IpMithM fcjr B»». Dr. Tjrmg, Wm» WL
Bvwti, Jm. T. Braif and Oilwn.

A public aioetiug, under ths auspice* of tkt Board of
Managers ud Counsellors of the Patriot Orphaa Imu,
v.'m Imkl last evening at the Academy of Muatc. Tke
building watt well fined with aa intelligent and apprecia¬
tive audloucat who listened to the speeches with Um
doepeet laterest, aad who njsuifested tlels pleasure by
the re|teatcd bursts of applause which greeted the
various s|<eakoia.
Th ) ladies contributed greatly to tfte eelat of the meet¬

ing by tlie r preecnce, and indeed it was owng to tbo
untiring efforts aad patrioUo spirlt-of the tadteeof this

city lt>at the Homo for the orphan children of our

soldiers was first established. The Board of Managers
is compoeod of a large number of roost influential and

intelligent ladies, and the Huaid of ( o iiuwllors compria s

sevei*: of the most dlstingutohed olergymen of the
various denomination*, Hon. C. L. Monoll, Of the Supe¬
rior Court; Hon. JoBiah Sutherland, of the Supreme
Court; Dm. Wlllard Parker and John H. Oriacom, and

quite a number of gentlemen engag ¦d In the civil walks
of life.all alliens of well known integr.ty, intelligence
and influence.
The exoroises of Uie evening were greatly enlivene<M>y

a lino band ia attondiui «, which r galed tho audience
with a modloy of patriotlo airs, as well as seleotloua from
favorite operas. . _ .
The mooting was opened with prayer by the Rev. T. 8.

Hf-VT
BUM AHK8 Or UBV. I»R. TYNO.

Rev. Dr. Ttno thon camo forward and mAde#'he open¬
ing address. He thanked the audience fjr this earnest
manifustation in tho work which such an attendance
in this larg . biuldlnx proclaimed. The orphan chiidr n

of our soldiers and sailors plead with yon to¬
night They may bo consid rod as b ing gathered
hure to ask yonr assistance in thoir behalf, in view of
the suffbr.ngs whioh their fathers have expcrlonced
while lighting for our oountry. He would seorn to beg
for these orphan children of Amorloa as subjeots of
eleemosynary charity ; but he-woulda© pre;s their olaims
up jn generous consideration aad care that no be¬
nevolence could resist and no intelligent discernment
could undervaluo, or no earnest ooneolenoa treat with
levity or neglect. Every one of them should stand in
the view of these people aa dear as the apple of an eye.
The soldiers' and sailers' orphans, whose lathers' blood
had fed the nation aad defended Its right* and Interests
and maintained Its power and authority, came belore
this people with a claim that would be impossible as it
would be unjust to resist. The devotion of theso solillers
to their country's flag was one of the most beauti¬
ful and remarkable facts brought to view. An
illustration of that devotion occurred to his mind,
related to him the other day by one of the actors in the
scene. Last July, amidst ail tho horrors of the I.lbby
Prison, our Boldiers there confined in filth, negligence
and beggary, wretched, poor and almost forgotten, deter-
mined to have a celebration of their country's indepen-
dence among themselves. (Applauso.) But as they
looked around upon tho necessities of their condition tney
found themselves without a flag; and a celebration or
their couotry's independence without a flag seemed im¬

possible. After a while one man looked upon himseir
and said. 4iI have a red shirt:" and another man, 4 4Why,
I have a blue blouse ;" another man, "I have a white
muslin shirt;" and no sooner was It said than they
stripped themselves and gave their rod, white and nine
Bliirts to bo torn up into stripes and plnn-'d together to
extemporize tiielr country's flag. (Applause) But they
were not allowed to enjoy their anticipated picas re;
for tluslr unrelenting persecutors forbid thom to indulge

in their contemplated celebration. The reverend spoaKor
then pro.oedod to discuss the claims of the Orphan
Home. He said that more than three years ago.In
December, 1861.this institution was established by ts
managers. They occupied for two years a house iu the
Sixth avenue, above Twentieth street. That proving en¬

tirely incompetent for their purpose, last spring thoy
took possession of a house and eight acres ot land that

thoy purchased In Flushing, and there, Irom May last

thev had established this Orphan's Homo, In circum-
stnnccs of great promise and comfort, ajid yet in eweum-
stances in some respects that need your Interposition
this night. He did not moct this audlcnce here to-night
without a clear ability to Stat'! all the facts '"reference
to this inst tution to them, and In tho midst
of all the discussions in the newspapers about
bogus Homes, a&d children represented as perishing in

starvation, he yoslerday went out to F1 shing alone,
without any noticc of approach, and made an Investiga¬
tion of that house personally, In every room, and every
part of its management, and in every circumstance or the
family relation. He went Into tho school and examined
the two rooms when the cliildroa wore taught in diilbr-
ont stages of their education. There were noons eighty-
three children in tho two schools. He went into the
nursery, and there talked with the llttlo ones through
the dormitories, and examined everything about them,
about the dining room and kitchen, in the most minute
way. Every floor was as clean as human skill co_ld
make it, and every bed was neat and attractive. He
came away perfectly satislled and charmed with the
management, and he was ready to say, whether chil¬
dren In other institutions may or may not bo
neglected or disregarded, in thU institution the
children are . tenderly cared for, and all their
mental, moral and spiritual interests attended to.
Among tho many interesting toicenaof benevolence which
have marked our history some of them were of exceed-
ing interest to him, and some that related to this institu-
tion he would relate, as showing the entire confidence
and generous spirit with which the institution had been
treated. By the liberal donation of twqpty thousand
dollars from Mr. Rose the managers have been able to
pay for the property, and secure it firom debt. (Applause. )
From a young ladles' association thoy have received the
gift of a thousand dollaia; from the Twelfth re.'iment
of this city, by Colonel Ward, or over one thousand dol¬
lars. (Applause.) After the interesting visit made thcr j

last August by General McOellan and his wife.(ap¬
plause).during which the General partook of a dinner
with tho little orphans, and addressed himself to
them In many Inquiries as to their names and
the regiments to which their fathers had belonged,
Mrs. McCMIan became bo interested In the Insti¬
tution that during tho summer months she
collected no less than 12,095 herself. (Applause ) But
better than this is tho douatlon which, through General
McClellan's Influence, has been mado to the institution.
An amount of money was collected last autumn to pre¬
sent General McClellan with a sword; and In some way
during IU collection one of the contributors drew Gene¬
ral McClellan's attention to the fund, and inquired of
him in relation 4o the disposal of it; in reply to wli ch
he received a ietter from tho General, dated at Orange in
December. 1WM, in which he says >."My Dear Friend.
Yours of the l'ith has duly reached me But whetli. r the
amoant subscribed for tue swori bo small or great, it
would afford me far greater satisfaction to have it devoiod
to some charitable association in aid of our gal¬
lant soldiers <>r their families than that it
should be expended for a sword for myself. I would
suggest that the amount In the bands of Mr. Bennett be
paid over to the Orphan Home for the benefit of that
institution, which ts located at Flushing, L. I., and which
Is devoted to the care of the orphans of soldiers. I am
personally cognizant of the merits of this institution and
th" necessities under which its managers labor Tor add!
tiounl aid. I am confident that there can be no more
meritorious charity than this that seeks to secure the
welfare of children left orphans in consequence of the
devotion of their patriotic lathers. I would respectfully
request that the sum in question be applied as I have sug¬
gested." (Applause.) In answer to this seven hundred
and seventeen dollars were paid isto the treasury of this
Orphans Home trom General McClellan. (Applause.)
Surely such an action aa this on the part
or this distinguished man destrves and will receive
the graterul memory of his fellow citizens. (Applause.)
It will remain when all the controversies of the day have
passed by; when ail the froth of political convulsions
has lloated away; when all the turmoil of the contest has
subsided ; and in the clear, deep, calm ocean of a nation's
Justice, sod a nation's honor, Integrity snd uprightness,
fidelity ami duty, he shall reccive from every man the
m.-ed of approbation and honor that belongs to him.
(Applause) The speaker also read a letter from General
Thomas, commending the support of the institution to
the public us an act of justice properly due to the memory
of the brave defenders of our national rights, and closed
his speech by an exceedingly interesting and eloquent
peroration.

A git** club then entertained th« audience by singing
the --word of Hunker Hill." which they rendered in an

exceedingly effe tive manner, and for wlilch thev re¬
ceived hearty applause. After which the Rev. Dr. Adams
addressed the audience.

RKMARKS OF MR. KVARTH.
Wx. M. Evans was then Introduced. He said that In

April, 1MI, a meeting was held, most Imposing in num

bers, most enthusiastic and the moat determined In
purpose that ever gave an Intelligent voice to the
sentiments of a great people. That meeting determined
that the government should be supported by the strength
of the penile That meeting supplied the force of senM
mentAand promised the strength of arms and means to
suppnfcs this rebellion, that was coming to Its head, and
restore the government ; and It resolved that the orphans
that this war, thus determined upon, should make, should
be adopted by their country. That meeting was responsi¬
ble for the vigor, for the magnitude, the sufferings aad
bereavements of this war, and we meet here to¬
night to invoke the aid and support of this great
community of oar fellow cttixens simply in redemption
of that pledge so made, that the orphans that this war
should make should be adopted by their eountry. ( Ap-

.wiMr. Evans continued at some length la aa earnest and
impressive manner to press upon his audience the claims
of sa institution which had already done so good a work,
bat which still needed the benefactions of the cotnmu

nity la order to estcad its field ef usefulness.
RtMARH OF JAMM f. BRA DT .

Jaa. T. Baser was the nest speaker introduced by the
chairman He said be was glad to know that this great
undertaking, beautified by the name so eloquently Trlns-
trated by the speakers who preceded blm, was com¬
menced by women, and had been carried for¬
ward by wotaea.(applause).aad the only thing
that ha considered faulty la the magnificent
effort of bis friend, the chairmen, upon this
occasion was thai be suppoesd that when women took
charge of My klad of domestic establishment aay fault
could be possibly found with II (laughter snd sp.
plaiisn.) Nothms had been more Interesting to him
throughout this terrific struggle than to observe
the conduct of the women In the two sect ons

at war with each other. If he had not for¬
gotten what h# had read of history, or ir ho
had not deceived himself about the characteristic
developments of the two sections of the country, the
women or (he South were the most Grecian or the most
Spartan, If that be more accurate, and the women or the
North. last and best.the most Roman. He bad believed
from the first that the greatest difficulty we would have
to encounter In putting down this rebellion would be
with the women of the South, who have so universally
irged their husbands, brothers and sweethearts to resist
te the bitter end Yesterday, while the s .n shone
hrlgbUf In the heavens, giving proml«e of the approach¬
ing Spring, he passed an hour and a half in a stone dun

I geon with Hi Is young man (Csutsla Dealt) doomed to

4m*. aad *%mb he eihJteted I* the rnrrnrm MliMI
power that be could eshibit, eutft ike maasara «#'
.ctwl Iwtuit, aad Uuri vh when, if cr Miu. Ms kirf
aad b«Mu« Mia faraa*M, he taraad b* k itJQ
forgotten something, and ashed htm if be (Beats* waald
favor him with the addroes of hU mother, la o 4ar that
he mlght-coaiinunioate with bar. He wauhed ' In %aca

I y, but la ww no uennloiisnsas of <ha bagers, >u tMask¬
ing of (lie nerves and ov < atoiton. Hut Ma had lotiaae
before th a, "1 care nothing for (ha Judgment of
kind and aothing for the puniahmeat f bine la mitr.
because I know my mother Uiiuk* her aoo la right, aam
my alHter will honor my memory. " Here you parneis*
the upirit against which we have bad to combat, whiab
yo i know that North, East and Went thero haa baea am
mcH feeling animating ilmt no* for whom we all prufeas

a great deal of love, aud ought to have more lima we
prorem. [Lau.ftter *,,d i.pplauaa ) Mr. Brady llm
pnxondod at Home length to »j>eak 6T the up* off
Kind and gentle otlicea of chanty and bmit
which have b ea rendcrod by the women at tbe Nana
duiing tbe prcaent Biru*glc, and the many nob e "ffurta
they have uiado to aiiev iale the rigon aud haidrfhlya af
war.
The Rev. Jopf.mi T. Dtmvaa then followed, aad M aaw

being nearly eleven o'clock, Uie meeting closed, the aadL>
en e maintaining the liveliest interest throughout tha
whole procoediiiga.

CANBY.
NEWS FROM THE flttlF.
Excitement Oyer the News

from Mexico.

Gtneral Canb^s Reported Threat of Eftftlli-
tion for Maltreatment of Texai

Refugees Unfounded.

Particulars of the Oaptnro of tibm
Schooner Delphina.

Skirmishing Near Plaquomlna
and Morganzia,

&c., Ac., fte.

The ateamahlp George Cromwell, Captain VaH, tai
New Orleans, 11th instant, arrived at this port yeeterdajr.
Parser William D. Hempstead will accept oar thanks tor
prompt deliver/ of despatches, and the Commercial b-
proas Company for late Now Orleans papers.

Oar Hew Orleans Correspondence.
New Oklkamb, Feb. 11, IMS.

irlWS FROM MEXICO.

About three weeks ago tho Herald published the (Ml
relating to tho exchange of refugees between M^Jla aad
Slaughter, the former commanding the French-Mextaa*
forces at Matamoros, and the latter commanding tha
reb 1 forces at Brownsville.
In regard to our rotations with Mexico, the assertion thai

O tieral Canby has received a copy of an order or treaty
relating to a recognition of the so-called qpufodemcy by
Mexico is untrue, nor is thero any foundation in tba
statements that tho latter has "sent word to MeiJia that
he will take a Mexican offlccr and hold him as a hostage
for every Texan returned to the rebels in the above man¬

ner; but the General is so hamper'od in his movement!

by the diplomacy of Secretary Soward that under pres M
orders it will bo impossible for him to carry out his threat**
These assertions are unauthorized, and General Caaby
has demanded an explanation from the editors of tha
Ti-ue De'la of how, whore and when they obtained this
informatiou, and by whose authority they published It.

I need not Ray that this " highly exciting" uwsa

created groat excitement and consternation In the city.
It all originated from the following extract from tha
Brownsville (Texas) Ranckero, of the 17th ult. :.

Wc understand that during the week quite a number
of Confederate desorters. who have been oujoying a brief

residence In Matamoros, have been returned to this s.de,
per order of Geueral Mejia. This apparent understand-
tng between the two governments m.iy possibly put*
damper upon foreign emigration from the ranks.

A BLOCKADE Rl'NNBR DE-TKOTED.

On the night of the 22d ultimo the United States steam.

ship Chocura Bent three boats' crews into Calcasieu river,
for the purpose of cutting out and capturing a blockada
rui.ner laden with cotton. At the mouth of the river they
met the schooner attempting to run the blockade. She
was driven ashore and burned. Only thirty-three balsa
of cotton out of a cargo of one hundred and seventy
balos were secured The crew were captured and sent ta
this city. Tbe blockade runner proved ta be the British
schooner Delphina, from ; ik« .,'harlcs.

nounsBH near njiticmiMg A*n vorqaxsul

On Saturday last the guerilla companies of Whlttahsr,
Williams and King, which have of late infested th*
country In the neighborhood of Plaquemine, were repulsed
Our loss was one killed and two slightly wo inded Tha
enemy's ontire loss is unknown. Five prisoners and thraa
wounded men fell into our hands. Two of the latter
have since died of their wounds. Tbe Union I'oroe ws*
commanded by Captain Rice, of the Thirty-first Massa¬
chusetts, and was far inferior in numbers to that of th*
rebels.
A few nights since the cavalry regiment of Colonel

Chrysler (Second New York), scoured the.country ia tha
neighborhood of Fausse river, and dispersed several
armed rebel bands. Two officers and four privates rat
captured from the onemy.

RSKKL OtmiWATt OS THE RED MVRR.
The rebels have two gunboats and one iron clad oa th*

Bed river, below Alexandria. The latter is tbe Missouri,
and the former are the Wobb and Mary Tate. The gun-
boaU are of little consequeirce, but tbe Missouri Is a vety
powerful iron clad.

CLOOP KyMKRALOA CAPSISSD.
About eleven o'clo k on Wednesday night last th*

sloop Esmeralda, for Matamoros, capsized in the river at
Knglish Town. The crew wero rescued by tbe steamer
Algerine. The sloop was also towed aahore by th*
steamer.

raaSDKAL.
Adjutant General L. Thomas is in New Orleans.
I.ieutenaut'Colonel Drake, Assistant Adjutant Genera^

headquarters Department of the Oulf, arrived in this city,
from Uie North, on Tuesday last.
Captain Joseph Hlhbert, Assistant Adjutant General am

General Hurlbut's staff, has been ordered to take chama
of the draft, which takes place in General Canby 'a de¬
partment on the 15th inst.

I'rino Polignac, Major General in the r-'bel army, ha*
arriV'd In Matainorox He has obtained a leave of afe-
Bene . of several months, ostensibly for the purpose Sa
visiting K ranee.
Brlgad er General W. P. Benton was serenaded at th*

St. Charles Hotel on Tuesday evening last by the band ct
the 8i*th Minnesota regiment. The General, during *
short speech, said that there would soon be a fight I*
"these parts," under the lead of General Steele.

Nsw Oklkamb, Feb. 11, 180ft.
The latest news from tbe Texss coast brings tba aa-

count of the cutting out or the three-masted scbooaat
Delphina, with one hundred and eighty boles of cotton, I*
Calcasieu river, on Uie night of January 22, by two boat*
from the United States steamer Chocura. So silently satf
successfully was tbe whole thing done that the rebela,
though in strong force, knew nothing of tbe affair until
tbe men were In possession of ths vessel The circum¬
stances of the capture were these:.It was blowing*
norther, and It was a cold, dark, raiuy night. The Delphina
lay in Sohoolhouso bend, about three miles from the <a-

trail e of the Calcasieu and five from tbe gunboat. A larg*
force of the enemy were encamped In that vicinity, aad
at Sabine Pass, twenty two miles distant from Calrastsa»
were several regiments and light batteries. Tbe chancer
that a severs fight would ensue If discovered were, there¬
fore, almost certain. At dark Captain Meade, with tw*
boats, In charge of Actinir Ensigns Thomas F Tracy an*
Kubert Heardsley, shoved off and started In for th*
schooner, pulling muffled oars. Th*y bad been pulhag
two hours and a half, aad had gained the entrance to th*
narrow str um, when, to their satisfaction, tliey met th*
Delphina coming down under sail. The boats at once grap-

Ce<l bonrded and secured the prisoners- s'x In nnmber.
it tbe schooner's helm had been put hard down on seeing

tbe Ysnkees, snd site went ashore on a Hat. A boat tow¬
ing astein escaped. It is said, with the sheriff of Tech*
district, but be skedaddled with s ich remarkable agility
that It was not deemed worth w hile to pursue so agile a*
official The Chocura's men worked for three hours u»
get their fine prize atloai but the tide fell, and left h«-r aa
tor on the bank that it was found to be quite im¬
possible She was high and itry, not tweni+ t^*
yards from the overhanging tiank, wlioru u.*

enemy had every shelter, lo say nothing o'. o\«--

whelmiug Lumbers Mon-over, Uie skaAadUlo. *
bail now raised the alarm. The prlxe was, thcr tore, *...
on fire, and the boats rr»»im«il with the prisoner* Se> -u'y
ar eighty bales of rrlton were thrown ovi iooaid in l"*
effort to get the rrixe ntloat, all of «b cb dil '1 s>'A*« .

ami a large number was picked up by tbe . hociira on n*
33<l The rest of the cargo, with the scboonui , waaU-u.. r
destroyed .

This Is the tenth prize the fhocum lias ta<.'n sin.-a

April last.four (Hitward bound, loaded wilii eiit<on nl> t
six hiindrH snd seventy txiles; Hv In* «r«l- botriid, win*

general cargoes, and one run .ishore snd destroyed
The Choi urn Is one of the twenty tbr-a steamer* I»

at the icnimencement of the war. Her ctllcers are i*
follows f. . w u ,
LiMUnani Comm ftnilrr
Arung Ma>trr. Alfred Wsshburn
Enriyyu.Th rm. t Tiacy, D. W Carver, Rotit Beaeta-

ley, A. P. Atwood.
Actinri AHi tant Pi't/mfi.<ter.J. G. Tobey.
»Vi.r««m.Chas. Oay lord.
Fnginet' t> Second Assistants, II II Moloney andTheo.

Cooi er, Third iWslstaDts, Andiew lllytlie, Jr., and N.
H l.swton; Acting Third ^sfp-itant, O. D Rughes.

The Chocura has beou cruiaiug on the Texas coast sine*
November. 1663.


